
The English block



Talk for Writing is an approach to writing that was 

developed by English expert Pie 

Corbett. Whilst it originated in 

the UK, this program has since 

been adopted in schools all 

across the globe. This is largely 

due to its success rates and the 

engagement levels experienced by students. 



This approach was developed around the fact our 

brains are hard wired to be able to communicate 

orally. All children will be able to eventually learn 

to talk, even without being explicitly taught. 

However, this is not the case with writing. Writing 

is a secondary skill that we are only capable of 

learning when it is taught to us. 



Talk for Writing utilises our natural ability to speak 

in order to learn how to write. Students learn high 

quality model texts orally from Kindy up until Year 

Six and beyond. This includes both fiction and non-

fiction texts as well as poetry. This allows students 

to become familiar with the pattern of the text, its 

structure and language features.  



This model text is analysed by students and broken 

down so they can understand all of the building 

blocks that make up that text type. Students 

engage in a wide variety of activities where they 

are explicitly taught how to use those features.  As 

students develop their abilities that teacher 

support is slowly removed until they are capable of 

producing texts independently.  



This framework of 

teaching has shown 

to be incredibly 

effective and have 

led to students 

developing their 

writing abilities 

across all year levels. 



• Cold Task 

• Hook 

• Imitation – Text Analysis and Short 

Burst Writing

• Innovation - Shared Writing

• Independent application -

Independent Writing

• Invention - Creative Writing

• Hot Task



Imitation 
Phase 1



Cold Task

• Completed at the 
beginning of the unit 

• Used to give the teacher 
an insight into your child’s 
current level of 
understanding regarding 
the focus skills

• Used to inform planning 
and support students on 
both a whole class and 
individual needs basis



The Hook

• To engage students into the unit of work and get them excited. 

Some types of hooks include:

- A quiz

- Dress ups

- Craft

- Videos 

- Letters

- Role play / drama

The list is endless!



Story Maps

• Visual tool

• Students internalize 
text



Short
Burst

Writing

directly links
to focus
toolkit



Focus Toolkits

• Teaches structural elements &
language feature of text genre.



Students annotate the 

model text highlighting 

examples of the focus 

skills being used 

throughout. 





Innovation
Phase 2



Goal Setting

• Teacher sets differentiated
goals for all students in the 
class based 
on their individual needs.

• This supports students in 
ensuring they complete the 
required elements from the 
toolkit during the shared 
writing phase.



Shared Writing

• Teachers direct students thought processes in order to 
create high quality class texts. They do this by 
questioning and prompting students to provide ideas 
and vocabulary that is of a high quality.

• One paragraph is created each day as a whole class 
before students transition to their desk to create their 
own personal paragraph. 



Students are able to translate their ‘boxed up’ ideas into 

paragraphs to create their own innovation. Students would do 

this independently or in a small group with teacher support.  

All students are working at their own level.



Editing / Feedback

Green for 

Growth!

Tickled 

Pink!



Publishing

• Typing practice

• Handwriting practice

• Peer editing / feedback 

(Years 3-6)

• Oral sharing 



Independent Application
Phase 3



Independent Application 

• Students create a text in the current genre and 
demonstrate their ability to apply and use the focus 
skills. Extension students are able to draw on a 
variety of skills to extend the level of their writing.

• Scaffolding and support is provided on an individual 
needs basis. 



Invention
Phase 4



Invention 

• Students are given time to write creatively. They 
can pick any genre and text type. 

•This allows students to continue developing the 
foundation skills of writing that are applicable 
across all text genres. 



Hot Task

• Same as cold 
task
• Used as a tool to 
measure student 
progress
• Can support the 
teacher in 
planning for the 
next unit


